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The Chronological Table of the Spring and Autumn Period
by

YOSHIMOTO Michimasa

Cdmpared with the western Zhou and the Warring States periods, the chronology of the
Spring and Autumn period is much certain. Nonetheless, the Shierzhuhou nianbiao of the
Shiji often contradicts to the Spring and Autumn Annals and its commentaries. This table
follows the style of the Shierzhuhou nianbiao and correct its-errors. - Though the yéars follow
the change of reigning year within the same year of demise of the late monarch, it is not sure
whether it was true. Thus, the table is only to offer the rough image of chronology from the
late, western Zhou to the Spring and Autumn. Posthumous names of monarchs of the Spring

and Autumn period basically follow Chen Houyao's Chunqiushizupi.

Bestowals Recorded in Bronze Inscriptions and the Royal Prerogative
by
OCHIAI Atsushi

There are many bronze inscriptions recording the superior bestowed some properties to the
inferior from the end of Shang to the western Zhou. The bestowal can be divided into three

stages by their bestowals, that is, the end of Shang, the early western Zhou and the middle

and late western Zhou. This paper examines the royal prerogative and its alteration of the

each stage through the bestowals recorded in bronze inscriptions. In the end of Shang,

bestowals of shells clearly stated superior-inferior relations. However, since the heavy tax

policy was forced without unification of power, the dynastic system collapsed. In the early - .

western Zhou, the method of Shang was adopted. On the other hand, not only cheap"shells,

but also copper, carriages, lands, etc. were contained in bestowals. In the middle western ;
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